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Re Leg 2 and piracy around the Horn of Africa

After lengthy investigations and routing studies we believe there is a need for
a waypoint on Leg 2 (South Africa — Middle East) due to safety concerns over
piracy.

In order to route the boats away from possible danger areas, we will add a
waypoint at approximately 20 S 58 E (off the coast of Mauritius, exact location
to be decided) and a way-line approximately 250 miles off the coast of
Somalia. Both the waypoint and the way-line shall be left to port.

We reached this conclusion by using a polar curve from a first generation
Volvo Open 70 (sailed at 100%) and weather data from 1996 through to 2004
to generate approximately 150 historical runs for Leg 2 — the results can be
seen on the two images shown below. The results have been converted into
Google Earth format. The first image shows the routing results with the
waypoint, the second shows the results without the waypoint.

The point of closest approach to the coast of Somalia for the historical runs
that utilise the waypoint is in excess of 300nm, without the waypoint it is less
than one mile.
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